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If the deceased was a married man, it is at ceremony that the poor widow is degraded into ner state of widowhood. This rite is called siitrachedam or cutting of the cord. I know of nothing in the whole range of Hindu rites and ceremonies that is more saddening than this relic of barbarism ; and yet it is still in full active force. As though it were for some fault of hers that death has taken away her husband, she is now to be initiated into that state of degradation and misery which is the lot of the poor Indian widow. No thought of youth or beauty, no bonds of nature or ties of affection can ward off this inevitable curse. The bright and happy life is visited with this dire anathema and the iron rule must be enforced. The relatives and friends of the poor forlorn creature assemble at the house and the victim is adorned for the sacrifice. Her festive raiment is put on, and she is beautified with her jewels, flowers and sweet-smelling sandal paste. The beauty is intensified with rouge and bright pigments, and all is arranged as for a festive day. For a time her losing friends weep with her and embrace her, condoling with her on her fate. After this is over she is taken in a palanquin of some sort and conveyed to the scene of her degrading. "When she arrives, her bright clothing and jewels are taken off. Henceforth she must have only one coarse covering ; her beautiful long hair, the glory of her womanhood, is cut off and her head is close shaven, as it must evermore thereafter be. The mangalasu-tram, or marriage token, is cut off and she is now a widow indeed. This cutting off of the marriage cord is always done by a woman, as if to make the ceremony, if possible, the more degrading to her sex. The poor widow is then taken back to her home, ever after to be a drudge and a thing for contempt until the hand of death relieves her of her misery. What wonder is it that so many in contemplation of the lifelong misery